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(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide information which is useful to 
optimize the setting of a scheduled quantity of articles in a menu to be 
produced after the article runs short. 

SOLUTION: If the article in the menu runs short, the current time 
information is managed by an article shortage menu information storage 
means while made to correspond to the article shortage menu (step S14) 
and article shortage menu information including the managed time 
information is outputted for setting a subsequent scheduled quantity as to ^.j 
the article shortage menu to optimize the scheduled quantity by considering 
the relation between the time information on the article shortage and 
service hours. 
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